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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and IS transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



[— I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT), 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention ' 

SffS?!l!l^If ^®"^f"* H?^®^ Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive st?p or industrial applicability, 
citations and explanations supporting such statement oHpiiwauuiiy, 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Telephone No. 
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I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1^ 

pages 

pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

» filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 
pages 



1-15 



. , as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/3-3/3 



pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages ^ . 

pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



^' SlSi^o?lf ^PSuage, all the elements nriarked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in which 
me mtemahonal application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

L- the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international searx^h (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
— language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I_| the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55,2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

.!!^i?,„.^f^»vi° ""^o"- "jnta" disclosed in the intemational application, the international 

preliminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing- »au«uai 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

Q The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. □ ^fZ^ established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets w^^^^ have been Jurnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
and 70 "if) originally fded" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with r^ard to novelty, inventive step or indastrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 








Novelty (N) Claims 1 


.-15 YES 






Claims 


NO 




Inventive 


step (IS) Claims ^ 

Claims 


-15 YES 
NO 




Industrial q^plicability (lA) Claims ^ 


"^^ YES 






Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






1. 


Reference is made to the following 


documents : 






Dl: EP-A-0 718 897 (HITACHI LTD; INT 






SUPERCONDUCTIVITY TECH ( JP) ) 26 Jxme 1996 






(1996-06-26) 








D2: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 


018, no. 167 






(E-1528) , 22 March 1994 (1994- 


-03-22) & 






JP 05 342933 A (FURUKAWA ELECTRIC CO LTD:THE), 






24 December 1993 (1993-12-24) 








D3: US-A-4 733 816 (EYLON DANIEL ET AL) 






29 March 1988 (1988-03-29) (mentioned in the 






application) 






2. 


Novelty 








The subject matter of the claims meets the 






requirements of PCT Article 33(2) . 






2.1 


Dl (claims, column 4, lines 48-58) 


discloses a 






process for producing a ceramic fibre (ceramic 






superconductor) with a metal coating (gold film) • 






According to the process described 


in Dl, a 






superconducting wire is produced, not a reinforcing 






fibre, as in the present claim. Further, the 
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2.3 



3. 



polygonal external form described in Dl is obtained 
by the use of a single -crystal fibre of the ceramic 
superconductor: that is, the polygonal external form 
is not impressed. 

D2 discloses a process for producing a 
superconducting wire wherein a metal wire is 
enclosed in a 'polygonal metal jacket. The polygonal 
shape is achieved by extrusion and rolling. The 
subject matter of the present claims differs from 
that of D2 in pertaining to the production of a 
reinforcing fibre with a ceramic core fibre. 

D3 discloses (claims) fibre -reinforced titanium 
composites and the production thereof. The subject 
matter of the present claims differs from that of D3 
in that the reinforcing fibres described have a 
polygonal metal outer coating. 

Inventive step: 

None of the citations (alone or in combination) 
suggests the subject matter of the claims. For 
example, in D2 whereas a superconducting wire is 
impressed to give a hexagonal shape, the subject 
matter does not pertain to a ceramic fibre and the 
aim is to improve conductive properties, not to 
improve the properties of metal matrix composites 
(MMCs) by use of the claimed reinforcing fibres. 

The subject matter of the claims is industrially 
applicable. 
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